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Tremendous collection spanning the history of flight





Historical context is linear and static

(It’s hard to move 
planes -  PHEW!!!!)



how can the museum provide additional educational 
contexts for the collection?



air and space museum website



thematic tours centered 
on educational topics

•add new value to current exhibits

•available on website for 
download

•Tie in with promotions or 
other attractions

• generate return visits since the 
collection is “new” each time



audience



setting



•cultural

•historical

•technological

•mechanics of flight

•materials science

• inventions and inventors

• physical sciences

topics



Outcomes

• increase education value for existing exhibits without incurring major expense

• Increase visits and field trips from schools

• increase cross promotion with other attractions

• increase return visits from students and teacher



Example thematic tour

Higher and higher: a tour of the collection UP through the atmosphere



downloadable guide



Learning objectives

• Students identify variables that change with altitude.

• Students identify some of the methods of  providing protection at different 
altitudes

• students name some of the advances made in technology that enable flight at 
higher altitudes



from troposphere to exosphere...



motivation



Discounts at the gift shop and flight shmulators!

Motivation



low tech and low cost!

• Resources utilize existing assets 

•minimal expenses incurred for signage additions, program management, document 
creation

• Adobe pdf tour maps hosted on existing site

•costs could be associated with promotional tie ins and incentives,, such as 
discounts on simulators or in the gift shop

•could actually generate income if cross promotions and other discounts 
create return visits or additional “impulse buys”



thank you!


